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The General Secretary called the Conference to order at 11.20 am, 


CHAIRMAN: S. Hampson, 


r 


VICS-CHAIRMANs C. Lestor. 


——— 


TALLSRS3 Irvine and Turner, 


RSPORT OF THS 46th EXSCUTIVS COMMITTES. 


(1) EXSCUTIVS COMMITTSS M@STINGS: No action. 
(2) BXSCUTIVS COMMITTSE ATTSNDANCES: No action. 


(3) BRANCHZS, MEMBERSHIP and ORGANISATION: 


te} Branches: No action. 
(o) Memberships 


Amendment to “tale. 
Rule 2, Line 1. Delete '3d' and insert '64’ 
Lost 32-54. 


Rule S$. Line 2. ¥ ‘Sat = *®)= Oo ineert ‘Sat 
Lost 19-62. 
(c) Central Branch: No action. 
(a) Report of Central Organiser: No action. 
{e 


Proportional Representation: 
Resolution - Islington (Terry and Mcctyn) "That this conference 


supports the Standing Orders ccmit.ee report and that 
no further action be taken on the question of 
proportional representation." Carried 51-9. 


a (f) Low Return of Ballot Papers: 

Resolution - Bloomsbury (Lawrenco and Devereux) "That this 
conference recommends that ballot papers be issued from 
Hoad Offico to 611 Party members; that they be stamped 
with pre-paid postage; that before the. ballot takes 
place a notice be inserted in the "S.S." drawing 
attention to the fact that a ballot is being held; 
that the ballot papors be printed if possible, and 
numbered; that a note be included on the ballot paper 
emphasising tho importance of completing and returning 
it; all suggestions, if adopted, should operate from 

the election of the 1951 8.C.* Carried 62-4. 


Discussion. Bloomsbury said that the present method of organising 
Party ballots appeared vory unsatisfactory. 
Information contained in a recent B.C. report showed 
that only about one-fifth of the membership returned 
papers. Despite enquiry it had not been ascertained 
why this was so; it was a dangerous state of affairs 
and in order to find out the reason for tho low return 
of ballot papers the only way was to try 4 new method 
of organising ballots. 


Lerten thought that the proposed method would elimina 
possibility of branch secretaries omitting to send oy 
ballot papers to their members, 


Lewisham opposed the resolution on the grounds of exp ne 
and that Head Office could not keep an up-to-date read 
of members’ addresses; each branch should recognise its 
own responsibilities and if branch secretaries could not © 
do the job then branches should appoint a special official, 
Rdgware considered that the provision of printed ballot 
forms would drew more attention to the fact that there 
was & dallot. 
Kingston stated that branch secretaries generally wore not 
at fault; the low return of ballot papore wae the rosult 
of the lack of knowledgo of Party members as to the 
candidates for posts and this could be proventod by finding 
some means to givo qualifications, oxporionag, OtOc, of 
candidates on the voting papers. 
Birmingham said that London mombors wore in oa position to 
know more about the candidates for posts but that 
provincial branches required some information ae to their 
qualifications, 
Another Bloomsbury delegate stated that, if the lack of 
knowledge of the candidates was the reason for the low 
return of the ballot papers for §.C. elections then this 
reason could not vory well apply to Party Polls o.g. that 
on miembership of the Armed Forces taken in 1949, in which 
& quostion of principle was involved and whioh also 
showed a low return of papers. 
Baling said that with pro-paid postage mombors wero less 
likely to forget to post back thoir complotod ballot pap 
A Bloomsbury Branch delcgato said that from the discussion 
it seemed that Branch Secretaries had sometimes omitted 
to distribute papors, or in some cases, to return them 
to Head Office in timo, 
The Genoral Secretary thought that the present system Wat 
antiquated and very imperfect; we should try to make @ 
that each member received a ballot papor for which he 
would be responsible to returns tho coset por ballot w 
bc a fow pounds; tho schomo could operate from H.O, 
provided tho Branches co-operated by supplying curr 
addresses of thoir mombors; quito apart from any oF 
reason tho proposed method would ensure that each 
received a ballot paper. 
Bloomsbury wound-up by saying that more evidence 4 
required for the reasons for low returns 6nd the? 
method proposed was the only way to determing wh 
was due to lack of interest end knowledge or begs 
inadequate organisation in tho past. 
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®eolution - Fulham ( Roseneil and &. Smith.) "That this conference 
recommends that a summary of each candidate's qualifi- 
cations be included on all ballot forms," Lost 13-49, 


Discussion. Fulham opened by saying that such a system would be 
& way to find out why many members did not vote, 
Bloomsbury claimed that it was unnecessary whon mombers 
worked for the Party, attended meetings otc., their 
qu@lifications became common knowledgo. I 
Marylobone raised the question of who was to determine 
what particulars would be included, for oxamplo, if 
B.C. mombers decidod on doscriptions of themsolvos there 
was groat danger of projudieo creeping in. : 

Kingston said that it was not morely porsonal improssions 

- of the candidates that was required but particulars of 

committees, ctc., on which thoy had sorved. 

Fulham claimed that tho information was mainly noceded 

by provincial branchos; they should know candidates 

opinions, views, etc. 

Paddington said that it was impracticable to give 


a information about membors' opinions. In any case 
mombers did get information about candidates from 
B.C. roports, attending conferences, etc. Party voting 


papors would become election addresses, 


Fulhem wound-up by saying that it was n t personal 
information thet was required but a few simple facts of 
each candidate's Party exporience. 


Resolution - y _ranch " That this conference heroby decides 
that as workers and mombors of the Party may be forced 
by cconomic pressure to join the Armed Forces, such 
employment should not necessarily prevent such workers 

i from joining the Party, or nocessarily provont mombors 
from remaining within the Organisation. All Forms "A" 
and all cases should receive consideration and should 

be decided on their merits." Lost 20-63, 


“| 


Discussion - Croydon claimed that if members aro forcod to join 
the Armed Foroes through economic gircumstancos this 
was not joining voluntarily. As time went on the 
coercive force of govornment became more oppressive. 
Socialists had family obligations etc., such 
commitments should bo taken into consideration; at 
prosent, workers in the Armed Forces could apply for 
mombership of the Party, and it seemed that wo had 
one attitude towards applications from those already 
in the Forces and another towards members who might 
have to volunteers; no member of the Party would join 
the Forces voluntarily without being forced to do go 
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by pressure of circumstances and we should f] 
consider each case on its merits. : 
Palmers Green opposed the resolution by saying 
members in the Forces were of little use for tF 
propagating of Socialist ideas and were not und 
the control of the Party. 

Marylebone opposed the resolution; they thought 
botter for members to leave the Party whilst in the 
Forces for to allow them to remain would hinder our 
work of propagating Socialism by having to give 
complicated explanations to critics and opponents. 


Delegate Meeting Arrangements. No action 
i) Earty Notepaper. / No actio 
te Circulation of 3.C. Sub-Committee Reports. 


Head Office Library. 
(4) PROPAGANDA: 


(a) Outdoor Meetings. No action. 
(b) Indoor Meetings. 
c) Debates. 


ad) Addresses to other Organisations. 
is 


Summary of Propaganda Statistics. 
f) Observations. 


Wo action. 


Resolution - St. Pancras (LaTouche and Goodman) "That this 
conference views with concern the small number of 
meetings held in the provinces in relation to the 
London area, and recommends that the B.C. adopt the 
following suggestions :- 

1. That an attempt be made to find two or more part- 

time propagandists who are prepared to speak in the 

Provinces for a period of three months during the 

1950 Summer Propaganda Season. 


2. That these comrades be paid during their appointment 
at a rate acceptable to them and the E.C. (Excluding 
travelling expenses. ). 


3. That a programme of Propaganda Activity be drawn uy; 
by the B.C. and adhered to by the propagandists 
er 


concerned." gS 


Discussion. St. Pancras said that if the propaganda statis 


were studied it would be seen that only 100 meet 
had been held in the provinces as compared with 
in London; provincial branches could not call 
pool of speakers like London branches; apathy ~ 
branch was due to the lack of propaganda activ 


provincial branches; St. Pancras Braneh unde 
comrades were available and the expense fall 
Party would not be heavy; that provincial p 
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should take precedence over parliamontary activity. 
Manchester said that the important point was that 
provincial propaganda should take precedence over 
parliamentary activity; although there were speakers in 
Manchester they were not.available; they wanted some 
sustained support from London as sending occasional 
speakers to the provinces for one day only was a wasted 
effort as the meetings held could not be adequately 
followed up. 

Edgware considered we should be chiefly concerned with 
supplying provincial branches with speakers dmin:;, theforth- 


caming arwier propaganda season; full-time propagandists 
were most suitable, but as urgent need was for 

immediate help the suggestions would go some way to 
meet the requirements of the Provincial Branches. 
Birmingham supported the resolution stating that instead 
of supplying so many 3peakers to places where there were 
only groups, @.g. Derby, Bristol, etc., it would be 
bettor if speakers were sent more to arcas whore there 
were already established branches. 

Paddington said that we had had provincial propagandist 
organisers and that we should have them again; this was 
not, however, a magical solution to the problem of the 
weakness of provincial branches; the real solution was 
that more activity and speaxors should come from the 
branches themselves, 

St. Pancras wound up by saying that the main object of 
the resolution was to get some activity started now 

and to give the B.C. the necessary authority. 


Ort of tho 


Resolution - Kingston "That the present system of selecting and 
testing prospective new speakers be revicwcd with a 
view to the elimination er amendment of speakors' 
tests and to the rescission of the ruling which 
precludes a member from speaking on behalf of the 
Party until he haés passed a speakers' test, 

Lost 23-64, 

Amendment - St. Pancras "That the words ‘or amendment’ 
be deleted. Lost 7-72, 


Resolution - S.W.London "That this Conference instructs the 
Executive Committee to take the necessary steps to 
ensure that Party literature can be sold and collections 
made at all parks and open spaces where Party meetings 
are held," Carricd 35-32, 


(5) LITERATURE: 
Resolution - Fulham "That a new ‘Socialist Standard' Bditorial 


Committee be set up, comprising about 12 mombers (at 
least one of whom shall be a member of the Bducation 


a 


oport of theo 46th Annual Conference (Contd.). 


Committee) to determine policy, lay-out 
of the 'S.S.' " 


Amendment - Manchester and Palmors Green “Delete ‘la’ ¢ 
and insert '6'." 


Lost 
Rosolution - Fulham "That the Editorial Committee include 


sub-committee of 2 or 4 members to select matter 
publication in the 'S.S.' " ost Ie 


- Fulham "That the 'S.3,' include serial articies” 
subjects which are too large to be adequately covers 
by single, ordinary-sized articles." Carried 
- Fulham "That the 'S.S.' include reviews o MS, 


books, plays and radio programmes that are of speci 1 
interest to socialists," Carried 6 
Resolution - Fulham "That the 'S.S.' adopt a general pe 


cy oO 
reprinting articles of scientific value from other 


journals and printing articles from non-Party 
‘contributors, " 


nd 
a 


Resolution 


Resolution 


Lost 26-92~ 
Resolution—Fultm "hetthe Déucation Committee allotted four pages 
in each issue of the 'S.S.' for educational matter. 
Lost 9-72. 
Resolution - Fulham "That the 's,s,' 


be increased in size to 
twenty-four pages and its price raisod to 6d." 


el 


drawn from the Editorial Committce) be sct up to 
boost the sale of the 'S,s,! 


Lost 6-76. 
Resolution "i Fulham "That a Seles Organisation of six members 
through newsagents, etc. 
Lost 1L7=G.e 
Discussion. Fulham Branch stated that the reasons for which 
they moved their resolutions had alrcady boon 
circulated to branches and they only wished to add that 
thoy had no objections to the personnel of the present 
Editorial Committce but that a committee of twelve 
would rule out the possibility of a small committce 
becoming a clique; the main reason for suggesting twely 
mombers was that this number was required to meke 
workable other resolutions standing in thoir Branch 's 
name, : 
Paddington said that it was the Party who determined 
the policy of the 'S.S.' not the Hditorial Committ 
twelve members on the committee would not be a 


workable number; in their opinion in order to impro 
the *S.8' 


it was necessary to have more and bet 
writers. 


Glasgow considered that twelve would be an extre 
unwieldy number and that such a committee woul 
exceedingly difficult to convene. » 
Edgware thought that the Editorial Committees" 


was simply to edit, and they should be relieve 
other work. 
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Leyton said that if there were six members on the 
Editorial Committee it would have a wider view, but 
twelve members would be too unwieldy. 

A member of the Editorial Committee said that if the 
resolutions were passed they might in fact prove 
impossible to carry out, and whether they were passed or not 
it would not deal with the real problem which was 

& question of shortage of writers and a regular supply 

of suitable articles; if more material from the 
Education Committee was wanted in the 'S.S' there was 

no reason why this should not be published if the 
Bducation Committee provided the material, except that 
this had been done in the past, when syllabuses, etc., 
had been published, but protests had been made that these 
were not proper material for the 'S.S.'; in any case 

we should not give information to opponents through the 
columns of the 'S.S'. What objections were there to 

the Cover Designs Committee? It would not make them 

a better committee simply by merging them with the 
Editorial Committee; they did a gcod job as it was. 
Enlargement of committees could not lead to the writing 
of more and better articles, pamphlets, and so on 4s 

this work could only be done by individuals. Regarding 
the size of the Committee he asked how it would be 
possible to organise meetings of six or twelve members; 
meetings of the Zditorial Committee had to be convened 

at short notice and irregular intervals ¢.g. owing to 

the irregular receipt of articles, date of going to 
press. Articles were circulated among the members of 
the Committee for individual criticism and if the 
Committee was enlarged some of its members would not 
always turn up to the meetings with the result that 
articles would go astray or not be on hand when required. 
The size of the Editorial Committee should be kept at a 
minimum and a larger number would be completely 
vnworkable. There should not be too many members on 
committees unnecessarily and we should not have too 

many unnecessary committees. Articles could not be 

read or criticised in committee but in the members’ 

own time, they then discussed their ideas in committee 
but the bigger the committee the less able would they 

be to do this. A committee of even six would 

inevitably wecome a committee of three. If we changed 

to &@ larger committee and any smaller sub-committees 
were instructed to prepare articles on specifie points 
then the question of whether or not the desired article 
was written would still depend on the writer concerned. 
Large or small committees cannot make members write to 
order. Whet was wanted was a nucleus of writers 
experienced and capable of writing suitable articles 
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on specific subjects at short notice. Bofors 
war we had about 15 writers who could be relied | 
produce articles as required, Although we had 
number of writers for the "S.S." at the present tin 
they were newer and less experienced, less knowledg 
and less dependable. The whole solution to the queg 
of improving the *3.S.* lay in obtaining a pool of m 
experienced and more dependable writers able to produ 
more and better articles, a 
Another member of the Zditorial Committee said that th 
present committee was not a clique. The only standard 
used to judge articles was did they correctly state the © 
Party's policy, were they correct, and wore they decently 
written; articles were not rejected from any other point 
of view. Some years ago it was decided that the 3.C. 
should choose the leading article each month 
but this could only be done twice as writers could not 
do as the ©.C,. requested. Today the Sditorial Committee 
have to write a large part of the "3,5." at the last 
minute with the consequence that articles hastily 
written are not the best type of material. /ould be 
writers must learn to write properly for the Party 48 
they had to learn to do other Party work. 
Dartford supported the resolutions because at prosont 
the Sditorial Committee's time was taken up in writing 
when they should be simply editing. A section of a 
largor committee should keep in touch with writers 
and devote time to assisting and training thom. 
Unsuitable articles were sent back to writors with 
comments, but the Editorial Committec should discuss 
faults and criticisms more with writers. A larger 
committee would spread the load over more shoulders. 
A member of the Editorial Committee stated that rejected 
articles were returned frequently with long explenations, 
criticisms and suggestions, 
West Ham claimed that the "S.5.* fell between two stools; 
articles on the one hand were simple populér stuff, and 
on the other hand technical matter for members but 
unsuitable for non-members, 
Marylebone said they had heard no real criticism of the 
contents, policy, etc., of the "S.S.*%, but if there was 
anything wrong with it it was not the fault of the a 
Editorial Committee. Criticism of the "8.5." was a 
criticism by members of the Party of themselves. 
Bradford thought that the most valuable suggestion 
contained in the resolutions was that the "S.3.* 
distribution should be put on a proper commercial f& 
Bloomsbury said that the cause was that suitable — 
articles were not forthcoming from members. 1 Gi 
follow that more articles would emanate from @ 
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committee. Methods of training ey were already 
véilable if members wished to use th 
An B.C. member stated that a writers ae ittee should be 
formed to produce articles as required; such a committee 
would be able to consider and discuss any articles 
returned to them by the Editorial committee. 
Fulham said that the number of resolutions on the segenda 
were an indication of the concern of the membership 

ith our written propaganda. They thought that the - 7) 
concentration of the Party membership in London was a 3» 
reflection of the inadequacy of our written prop&éganda. e 
Baling said that sub-editing was not a practical 
proposition for the "S.S." as it was for the daily os 
newspapers; the farty should discuss a paid Dditori eal Conmit e6=- 


jes 


this might improve the Feber if the ra 1ds were av failable. 


Birmingham were not opposed to secing more book reviews, 
ete., in the "S.S.", but they would like to see articles 


of a more technical nature and, at the same time, an 

sven — ce maintained. 

An 3.C. member said that the state of the "S.S." was 

the most urgent question in se Party at the present 
time. He thought the "S.S." contained very poor 

quality material on the be a and was largely read only 
by Party members and sympathisers. We should aim at 
ucing a weekly newspaper on the lines of the Election 
al, and leave the "S.S." as a technical journal. 

er B.C. member said that many articles were useless 
red a lamentable lack of understanding. 


Bloomsbury “That this conference recommends the 
cutive Committee to make yet another attempt to form 
entral Circulating Committee.” Carried 70-8, 
- S.W.London "That this conference instructs the 
Sxccutive Committee to investigate the possibility of 
sctting up machinsry for dealing adoquatcly with the 
sale of Party literature at all indoor meetings 
including debates of the Party and other organisations.” 
Carried 55-16, 
- Kingston “That a pamphlets committee be appointed to 
undertake all work connected with the publication of 
leaflets and pamphlets, thus leaving the existing 
Editorial Committoe to deal only with the ‘Socialist 
Standard’',.* Carried 43-30, 


A membor of the Editorial Committee wanted to know 
whether this resolution meant a committee to write 
pamphlets; if so, why were these members not writing 
Pamphlets now? 

Kingston said that they thought that such a committee 
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would relieve the Editorial Committee of a iot 

A member of the Bditorial Committee stated that © 
had had several pamphlets submitted to them durin, 
past few years; of these only six which had been ~ 


written by the Editorial Committee had been finishes 
approved, and published. 


Resolution - Camberwell "That the Editorial Committee allot a 


column or space in each issue of the ‘Socialist Stand 
to matters relating to the Trade Union Moves an 
os 2-3 fe 
Camberwell opened by saying that they had heard 
complaints that there appeared to be no connection 
between the policy of the Party and the industrial 
section of the working class. Trade Union topies wouls 
assist branches in industrial areas to sell the "S.S." 
A member ef the Editorial Committee informed the 
Conference that during 1949 there were seven articles 
sar several odd paragraphs, etc., dealing with Trade 
nions. 


Discussion. 


Bloomsbury said that when possible articles were printed 
in the "§.S."3 


; the real difficulty was the collecting of 
suitable and accurate information regarding Trade Union 
activity. 


Glasgow stated that unless we could ensure there were 
members capable of dealing with particular issues each 
month the resolution was simply a pious one. 


Ealing thought that if we could publish statistics, eta. 
@s ammunition for Trade Unionists in the "S.S." it 
would be a great help to them. 


Resolution - Leyton "That this conference instructs the Bxecutive 
Committee to maintain the price of the "S.S." at 3d an 
to raise the price to branches to 2/9d. per dozen." 


ost 15-65, 
Discussion. Leyton stated that this method reduced the logs a 
Head Office, and spread it over all the branches, } 
Paddington said that all these various ways of ironin 
out financial difficulties did not make any differen 
to the Party as a whole. 


Resolution - Edgware "That this conference instructs that a © 
pamphlet be produced if possible reviewing the i 


five years of Labour Government from the Soci 
viewpoint as soon as possiblo." 


Resolution - Edgware "That this conference recommends fl 
examine the possibilities of producing & weé] 


newspaper in addition to the "S.S." and repor 
the next Delegate Meeting." 


“ 3 
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jdgware said that a weekly newspaper sh 


topical issues, the "&.u." being 6 monthly journal could 
not do so. Party literature was an accessory to 
propaganda meetings, but the "S.5." was not popular ae 
was demonstrated by the low circulation. ihe circulation 
of a weekly would pay for iteelf, and the existence of 
such @n organ would encourage writers to write on topical 


issues. 
Paddington said that whilst the "S.3." was not as gooc 
as they would like, nevertheless it was oxtremely usefu 
to propagandists. 
The General Secretary opposed the rosolution stating that 
we could not at this stage desl properly with the questio 
of a weekly newspaper in addition to the "s.u." ( 
would roquire some paid steff plus @ rce-organi 
our distributing systom; we needod a financial as 
of the Party's present main roquiremonts and the &.C. 
bs, should prepare a report slong these lines; the cost 
. involvod would be thousands of pounds for which @n appoal 
could then be launched. 
A non-dologate said that the sale of the "3..." was small 
/ bocause the party was small, and the party was emell becauags 
7 our ideas were not sufficiently popular. To produce a 
4 weekly we must havo sufficicnt writers. Tho Party was 
. still primarily on <ducational body not a political body. 
# Bloomsbury said that the Party members must have more 
education and have more and better writors. 
An %.C. member stuted that everybody approved the idea of 
a wockly. The "S.S." would never be 2 nowspeper; political 
monthlies had dicd with tho 19th contury end the Party 
should work to tho ond of publishing 4 weekly. This would 
involve many difficulties but it was a good thing to have 
short term objectives for members to strive to fulfil. 


( Resolution - S.W.London "That his conference recommends the dxecutive 
Committee to investigate the advisability of producing the 
"S.S5." fortnightly with either 12 pages at tho priccof 3d.or 8 


— pages at the price of 2d." 
LC Amendment - Bloomsbury "That this conference recommends the Uxecutive 


Committee to investigate the possibility of producing a 
fortnightly "S.S." and to place a full rcport before the 
delegates at tho 1950 Delegate Mesting." 


Carried 33-9, 
459.oub.Res.Agreed. 
Discussion. 3.\W/,London stated that the same number of "S.u." would 

be sold every fortnight as every month and if it were 
& smaller size would avoid the loss at 
Head Office. If tho 


presont falling on 
shortage of writers continued we 
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could produce an 8 page copy which would not 
more writers than the present "5.5." 
A member of the Editorial Committee said that fF 
question had been gone into before. One of the q 
difficulties was the problem of distribution parti 
within the branches themselves. 
Bloomsbury said that the time was approaching when) 
could do these things od the B.C, should look into 
matter very fully. 
Beling thought that the Party's resources did not Wa 
such an investigation; the Terty'was already commilty 
too many other things. ‘ 


Resolution - Paddington "That this conference recommends that 10 
increase be made in the price of the 'S.S.! " 


Resolution - Birmingham and Camberwell "Next business." Agreed. 


Resolution - Paddington "That this conferenoe recommends the 
Executive Committee to investigate the possibility of 
increasing the size of the 'S.S.' with the price F. 
remaining the same as at present." ost 4-L7 


Resolution - Yaddington "That this conference recommends that a 
Scles Organisation of six members be set up to boost 
the sale of the 'S.S.' through newsagents, etc. -. 

9 carried aa 

Resolution - iaddington "That this conference recommends tha a 
branches be encouraged to distribute in their districte 
old copies of the 'S.S.' as specimens free of chargé, 
together with a printed circular advertising the '§ 
with dotails of where further copies can be obtaine 

Lost 

Resolution - Paddington "That this conference recommends ‘tha 
'S.5.' occasionally reprint articles of scientific 
other value from other journals and print articles ®t 
non-ya rty members," Lo 


He] 


esolution - Southend "That this conference recommems the # 
Committee to investigate the possibility of phot 
diagrams, and cartoons appearing in the 'SjsSeegee 


Resolution - Kelvingrove "That this conference recommend 
branches of the farty that each branch set 
committee to ensure thet the Editorial Com 
at least one article per month and that tie 
Committee inform branches of the types of @ 


- 
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length required and stress the need for more and better 
articles," Cerries 26-6, 
Discussion, Kelvingrove considered that the method outlined would 
produce more articles for the Editorial ommittes to 
consider and in timo would produce better articles, * 
A member of the Hditorial Committee thovent that it mignt x 
prove a fruitful idea. list of suitable subjects had " 
already been circulatod to branches but this could be done 
: again. 


Item for Discussion -S.W.London “Tho advisability of including 


monthly book review in the 'S.S5.' which will stimlste 


interest in books, past and present, for the benefit of 
new members and readers." 
Item for “Viscussgion - &.W.London “Tho advisability of reducing the 
Sizo of the 'S,3.' to octavo," 
= 
a 
2 Discussion. Southend did not coneider that the "5.5." would sell 6s 
woll if it were roducod to octavo size, 
A momber of the Cover Designs Committee thought that it 
Z, would be a mistake to reduce the "5.3." to the size of & 
: pamphlet; especially in view of the opinions expreseed 
4 in favour of making the Party organ more iixe 4 news- 
paper. 
# iyradford stated that a change in size would upset the 
arrangements for binding the "S.S5," in uniform volumes. 
Resolution - Woolwich and Palmers Green “Next business.” 
Acreed. 

Item for Discussion - “Improved methods of selling 'S.5.*° and 
Party literature." 

Discuesion. Croydon branch eaid that they had sdopted contents bilis 
or placards for advertising the *S5.8." similar to those 
used by the evening newepapers; at debates and indoor 
meetings they produced their own posters advertising 

~. pamphlets; such work a job for each branch to do itself; 

' @ good idea was to have a portable literature stall to 
” display all the Party literature. 

Fulham thought that in order to get the *G.3." fully 
publicised in newsagents, etc., @ll members should buy 
their copies through this channel. 
A momber of the Litcorature Committee stated that althoug 
the publicity gained by this method might be desirable i 
meant a further financial loss which would fall on 


Head Office. 
#e3st Ham said that thoy had found that canvassing was an 
oxtromely good method of selling Party literature. 

A member of the Litorature Committee said that the on 
way to increase sales was for every individual member to 
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increase his efforts; it had been done in certain 4 
and if more effort was made he was of the opinion 
circulation of the "S.S." would quickly double. 
Loyton had appointed @ member of the branch to kesp 4 
contact with ex-members and sympathisors; the use of | 
follow-up system had increased the sale of the "S.5.%" 
intorest in branch activities gonerally. “3 
St. Pancras endorsed the advantages of canvassing and 4 
portable literature stall. Ordering the "S.S." throug 
newsagents would at least lead to it boing displayed, & 
the financial loss might only be temporary in which Ca 
it would be wotth while. 
Bradford said that ordering through nowsagents was an 
excellent idea. Mombers should guarantec to take six ¢ 
more copics provided the newsagent displayed the "S.Gs" 
Nowsagonts could be supplied with postors,. f 
sealing stated that they had found that canvassing had 0 
be continuous and extended otherwise sales dropped; whe 
an erea had been canvassed and a number of regular 
roadcrs obtained a smaller number of canvassers could @ 
with that crea, whilst other members tackle new arcade 
Birmingham said that there was no guaranteo that 
nowsagents would display the "S.S.". 
The General Secretary considered that there had been mo: 
individual effort in the early days of tho Party. The 
first printing of tho "S.S." was 3,000 copies of which 
the sales were 2,625; Party members would have to make 
: bigger effort, newsagents would not solve the problem 
or us. 


Peddington said that speakers were in the best position 
to scll literature; unfortunately some did not try and 
they thought that all speakers should try to sell as 
much cs possible; most speakers left tho advertising of 
literature until the close of the mecting when the 
audience began to dtsperso: -..this was a mistake. / 
The Central Organiser said that there was ample scop 
distribute the “S.S." inside the Party by the varion 

means stated by other delegates. 

Manchester said that they had found canvassing as 
better method of selling the "S.S." than through @ 
propaganda meetings. 4 
An 5.C. member suggested that a list of hints on 
the "S.S." should be drawn up, end circulated. 

Another E.C. member thought that the "S.S." coy 
at busy stations in conjunction with the exhibit: 
suitably attractive poster; poster drives were 
iden at weekly intervals provided thay were lz 
comprising 50 to 100 mombers; salcs of Party | 
depended on the interest created; when tho @ 
the "S.S." is large, newsagents will be only 
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(d) Publicity in Trade Unions. 


Resolution - Croydon "That this conference recommends that tf 
Pu licity Committee prepare a series of propagand 
circulars outlining the Party's case on specific 
i.e. Wages, Working conditions and Negotiating Mac 
ete., for circulation to T.U. Branches in collabora 
with Branches of the Party." Lost 39 


(9) FINANCE: No ac 


{10) BLECTORAL ACTIVI TY: 


(@) Examination of Prospective Parliamentary Candidates 


Resolution- Bloomsbury (Lubent and Devereux) "That this conte: 
recommends that the examination of prospective 
Parliamentary candidates be by a committee elec 
the 3.C. and that the examination take place 6 
at the 3.C.* * 4g ree 


Discussion: Bloomsbury said that the present procsdi had 
the B.C. to defer a considerable amount of busine 
nights when examinations were taking place; they 
considered that the examinations were too short 
were an inadeaguatse test. 


New Rule 27a "Branches wishing to contest elections 
or Local, shall do so only with the © 
& Conference or Delegate Meeting.® 
LAB 
Addendum - Hackney Branch; 
“or &@ special delegate meeting. 
that purpose." 


“Any Branch proposing to contest 
National or Local shall first ¢ 
from the Sxecutive Committees 


. Pancras Srench: | a 
ra Delegate Meeting, or 


Addendum St 
“0 


h "That this confer 
ommittee to contest any 
on area during the nexv) 


4 ry 
to 
iG 
13 

Be 


aa 


of 


*two',* 


Amendment-Bloomabury (Devereux and Lawrence) "Th 
recommends the J.C. 


to financial resources and the exietence of sufficient 
members to sign a nomination paper in the conatituency,” 
Amendment = St. Panorae Branch "That the queation of contesting 
By-elections eg | the next government be left to the 
Gigcretion of the 3.0," Carried deobt 
Amendment « Lewisham Branch "Delete ‘during the next government’, 
Lost 24-45, 


Resolution = St. Pancras (MoGregor and LaToucho) "That in tho event 

the next General Bloction ooourring botwoon May and 
Soptember 1950 this conference recommends that tho 4,C, 
contest at loast ono constituency." 

Amondment ~ West Ham (Scott and NoNieh) "To delete ‘one' and insert 


a 28-22, 
A reg. 46- 
at cote conlerence 
to make every offort to increase 


the mumber of constituences contested at the next cloction, 
providing that such olection is not hald beforo June 1960." 


Loat 29+ 29, 


Discussion. St. Pancras opened by saying that the period May to 
September in their resolution was most important as tho 
bad weather in the last olcction in February had seriously 
hampored the Party's activity. With botter weathor tho 
Party could contest at loast one constituency and engage 


in more outdoor propaganda. For the samo reasons thoy 


were opposed to contesting elections aftor 
during the winter. 


sop tember 


Paddington supported the resolution but opposed the 
St. Pancras viewa as they did not think the winter was 


a@ close season. Indoor propaganda had proved excellent 
in the February election. In any case propaganda was not 


the sole reason for contesting elections - electoral 


activity was part of the job of the Party. 


West Ham supported the resolution but said it would be 


good policy to contest the same constituencies as in the 


February election. The cost of the last elaction was 


unduly high but economies could be made. 


Although thero 
wore other demands on Party finances those were not too 


pressing at the momont. Moro activity should be 


concentrated on canvassing and propaganda, 
well spent in electoral a ctivity,. 


Bloomsbury said there was no case for reducing the number 
of candidates, except financial considerations. 
be pathetic were we now to reduce the number of candidates. 
They accepted the Parliamentary Committee's view that we 


Money was 


should not contest an election before June 1950, but if 


it was decided that we should do so then we should be sure 


that we are as effective as possible; we should have at 


a 
——e 


It would 


ort of the 48th Annual Conference (Contd, ) 


- 1A ~~ 


=e § 


least two candidates but Conference should recommend 
5.0, to increase thie number if poeaible: it was foodie 
to let other considerationa auch aa finances and the 
woather sway the issue; we ahould at leaat repeat our. 
past offorta. 
a alba of the Parliamentary Committee rominded the 
conference that the Report did not recommend got 
to running one candidate only it wae conaidered ft 
minimum expenditure for each seat contested would 
and at least two cendidatosa would cost noarly #1 
that it was wiser to contest only two seatea at & 
slection and to build up the Party rosources in Ore 
conteat three or four soate at the following oleoum 
Saling did not think that the financial rosourceg 
Party wore sufficient at the present time, and thay 
would be bettor usod in ordinary propaganda aotivigs 
An &.C. momber said that there had boon noticeable 
in the attitude of tho workers at our mootinge du 
last cloctions workers wore lesa conoorned with how 
differed from the Labour Party and suoh questions: 
instead, wero more concerned with Gocialiam and Wh 
would be liko. This woe an oncournging sign. Wao 
fight as many constituencies as possible and the 
should ba given a free hand to decide tho numbors- 
should be accoptod that wo wore an olection=f£4 
and Conference should launch on olection=fightin 
The General Secretary thought that the question © 
number of constituencies should be left for thas 
decido upon and that when a decision was rosachod 
make evory offort to collect the required funds 
tho project to be successful; that mombors and 4% 
wore more prepared to mako donations and help 4 
other ways when thoro was o specific job to 
Another Paddington Delegate considered that a: 
an election in the next few months we might na 
but in other ways lack the resources to n | 
campaign; therefore if the election was @ar 
run only two candidates; if the Bloomsbury 
that no candidates would run if an eleetis 
before June 1950 Paddington Branch would 
amon dment. r. 
St.Pancras pointed out that their resolug 
said at least two candidates, and that : 
neccessarily mean only two. “f 
Bloomsbury Branch thought that we shows 
of the 3.C; thers was @ good case to jus 
f an election before June 19503 thes 
128 not to examine these questions 
down the broad policy; to lay down 
candidates should go forward migne 


r 
4 


“7 
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as @ limit on the number of candidates, 
4n 3.0. member considered it would have been far better to 
heve had @ much wider resolution under discussion to decide 
the general question for or against electoral activity in 
generals he agreod with electoral activity but he thought 
that such @ discussion would persuade some members who 
opposed such activity to support it in future. 
Bloomsbury wound-up on their amendment saying that it 
simply restricted the Party for only the next two months 
until June 1950; they were prepared to take the 
Parliamentary Committoe's advice; their amendment expressed 
the view that if we could go forward with incrcascd 
activity wo should do so. 
Wost Ham winding-up the resolution, and in answor to 
questions, stated that their resolution mcant “at least 
two" candidatcs, 


Resolution - Paddington (Millon and Walters) "That this conforenco 
recommends that if a goneral clection takes placo before 
Confcrence,1951, then North Paddington and Zast Ham South 
bo contestcd." Carried 40-16, 


Discussion, Paddington said that if only two constitucncics wore 
contested it was best that theso should be Sast Ham South 
and North Paddington because of the work alroady done in 
those areas; the voting at the election had proved that 
there was no difference between constituencies; these two 
constituencies being in different parts of London made it 
easier to spread members' activity. 

Bloomsbury said that they considered Hast Ham South was 
suitable and that regarding Paddington North the fall in 
votes since 1945 might suggest that support for us was 
lessoning; they did not think that the branch had put in 
sufficient activity between elections. 

A member of the Parliamentary Committee said that it was 
not good policy to drop North Paddington; the Party was now 
known there, and the size of the constituoncy made it 
convenient; it was not good to throw away the groundwork 
that had been put in. 

Another Paddington deleogato said that they had hoard 
various objections, but anywhere whoro thoro was a mass of 
workcrs, that arca was roceptive to Socialist propaganda; 
the Branch had put in as much effort betweon elections as 
any normal branch, but they considered that an olection 
cempaign is a Party offort and not just a branch effort; 
Worth Paddington should be contested as we were likely to 
get more publicity as we were already known, 

Camberwell said that the past effort in North Paddington 
had not been rewarded. 


An #,C, member stated that he thought that many members 


Oo. 
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present knew little about either constituency; he 
that the reduction in the number of votes was thé re 
for the opposition to North Paddington; it was pos 
that we should get less votes in Zast Ham south nex? 
Paddington members had canvassed one-third of ol 
constituency before tha election; the indoor mee 
boen better than anywhero olse; he did not think) 
anything to choose between most constituonclods ~ 
Croydon considered that action in these two Cone 
was justified in viow of the work put in. 
Hackney did not think that the pessimism express 
reduction in votes was opportunistic; there was 
in small votes; a thorough review of consti tuem 
be taken and branches consulted more closely an 
particular the strength and state of the branch 
constituencies to be fought should be taken mor 
account, 
Manchester claimed that the Publicity obtai 
notices-in the papers and on the wireless was 
usc to the Party asa whole and eonsidered thai 
unnoticed in the Provinces; more assistance & 
by London to the Provinces instead of concent 
fighting elections in London; all the effort 
London does not help the provincial branche: 
Kingston thought that the question of the Cor 
should be left to the E.C, who should not be 
conference on this matter; we should not < 
to remaining in one constituency but shoud 
afield to new areas and let the branch Car: 
the work started during the election pe 
Paddington wound-up saying that it was 
North Paddington that there had been a a@ 
cast; we normally go on building up pr 
and if we left North Paddington it wou 
given it up as hopeless; the Braneh had) 
between the elections, 


Resolution - Paddington (Millen and Walters) "ines 
endorses the attitude of the 3.Cs am 
publication of photographs of the Gan 
Paddington said that the candidate v2: 
forward because of the electoral eye 
No undue prominence should be givens 


Resolution - Bloomsbury (Lawrence) and Hack 


Resolution - Paddington (Millen and Cudmomey 
considers that undue prominence 
candidate in East Ham South @ma@ 
actions be avoided." 


é 


“esolution - St. Paneres (LaTouche) and Fulham (Roseneil)"Next business." | 


Carried 33-25, 


Resolution - Southend (Grisley and Cottis) "That this conference is 
of the opinion that the putting forward of prospective 
Parliamentary Candidates by branches and their subsequent 
withdrawal where there is insufficient local financial 


Discussion. 


Support is good policy due to the wide publicity thereby 
obtained." Lost 7-36. 


Southend claimed that the Party was now known in Southend 
Bast because they had put up a prospective parliamentary 
candidate. They had also had @ four thousand word state- 
ment of the Party case printed in a local paper. 


Opportunities such as these should be seized with both hands. 


People had become interested in Socialism and the Party es 
@ result of their activity. 

The General Secretary said that the deliberate withdrawals 
of prospective parliamentary candidates was bad policy; we 
did this years ago because of lack of support but now that 
we put forward candidates intending to nominate them it 
would discredit the Party to put up prospective candidates 
knowing that they would be withdrawn; that such activity 
would also have a depressing effect on members, and dampen 
their enthusiasm. 

Kingston claimed that the Party had not grown out of any 
means of putting the case for Socialism the putting up of 
prospective parliamentary candidates was not indulging in 
a sham battle as we always hoped that support would come 


forward to enable them to be nominated; it was a question of 


propageting the Socialist case and we should seek every 
avenue to this end. 

Birmingham supported the resolution as they thought that a 
prospective parliamentary candidate formed a focal point 


for propaganda in the area of the branch who put him forward. 


Saling considered that such branch campaigns were not 
arranted as parliamentary activity was run by and the 
responsibility of the Party as a whole. 

Bloomsbury said that if we got the general public into the 
habit of thinking that we put up candidates only to with- 
draw them, it did more harm than good, and they would lose 
confidence in the Party rather than gain it. 

idgware stated that the Party always claims to put forward 
an honest and straightforward case to the working-class. 
To put forward parliamentary candidates knowing beforehand 
that they would be withdrawn was a dishonest attitude. In 
Sny case the real election campaign only starts after 
nomination day. 

Croydon supported the resolution saying that it was honest 
to say that we wore going to put a candidate in the field 


{ 
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(11) ORGANISATIONS ABROAD. a 


Resolution 


(a) Companion Parties: 


slution - Bloomsbury ie. and Hackney (Jan 

i conference recommends the 0.C. to examine 
the suggestions." 

saces of Greeting were read from S.P. of Ireland 

cies 5.D. of lew Zealand, and J.Boucher (Sun : 
vere expressed to the conference on beh 
in Austria, Germany, Nigeria, and Swedes 
Kano, and Cullon of the S.P. of Trekemm 

lyti - Kin gsto Jaters) and Paddington (if 

"""" ‘be sent from this conferonce to Compa 
members overseas, and thanks to Weld 
their gift." 


provided we made it clear that if sufficient finan 
support was not forthcoming, we could not go fo 
nomination, 

Another Bloomsbury delegate pointed out that confor 
had already given permission to tho 3.0, to put & 
least two candidates; we had now entered the polit 
ficld seriously and putting forward only prospecti 
parliamentary candidates would discfodit the ontdng 
effort; wo should do ono thing or the other; to pil 
candidate due to be withdrawn before nomination di 
give the Party only bad publicity, 
Southend wound-up saying that there were other br 

where a better effort could be made than .outhendy 
thought their own campaign had been well worth whil 


7 Q 


i) WiS.P. of TS. An extract was read from a recen 

received from the W,S.P. of U.S. stating that & i 
ballot held by them on the proposed amendments tO 
Declaration of Principles had resulted in the amen 
being rejected. They sent a reasoned case for ti 
amendments for the information of the Party. 


ie 


- Southend (Grisley and Andrews) "That this conte 
recommends that the letter from the ¥.9.P. Of 0m 
the reasons for the proposed alterations to the 
Declarations of Principles be circulated to the 

Ap ete A. 


No action was taken on the remainder of thiguas 
in extract from a letter from J.0.Boucher (Ss 


read in which he suggested that the question 
arte aah, pores of the and its compai 
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iegolution « Manchester Branch "That the item for discussion "Socialism 
and Marxiem' deferred by, the 45th Annual Conference and by 
the Autumn Delegate Meeting following, be taken by the 
46th Annual Conference as the let item for discussion." 


Lost 35-38, 
Amondment = Pulham "Delete 811 after ‘as' and insert ‘soon as poesible 
during the time allotted for Items for Discussion'." 


Lost 37-45, 


ivy for iecueeton - Hackney “That the principle of questioning 
a 


pplicants for membership of the Party be reviewed." 


Discussion. Hackney claimed that the practice of testing applicants 

for membership had outlived its usefulness; such 
examinations did not appear to keep out people who were not 
socialists; it was easy for people to acquire a superficial 
knowledge of the Party case and questions likely to be 
esked and have ready answers for them; it should be left 
for mombers to gain knowledgo after ontrance to the Party; 
the thought of taking examinations frightened away 
applicants. 

/ Baling Branch stated that examinations of applicants should 
not be too harsh but should be more in the form of a 
discussion. 

Palmers Green were opposed to any review; they said that 
the examination of applicants had kept the Party strong and 
should be retained until socielism is establishedjapplicants 
did not have to be capable of answering any and every 
question put to them, but we must make sure before admitting 
any member that he had a sound knowledge of the essentials. 
m for discussion - Manchester "Is it dosirable that Dologates 
diem for seectine at a Conference, quote and have recorded, the exact 
number of votes cast'for'and ‘against' at the Branch meeting. 

- Manchester (Mareden and Hopgood) "That this conference 

recommends that the present system of voting at Conference 

F - be revised, so that delegates record the exact number of 

/ Yas votos coast 'for' or ‘against’ at the branch meoting and the 

total of these votcs bo taken at Conforenco in ordor to 


dotorminoe the final rosult." Lost by a largo majority, 


Itom for discussion = Camberwoll "Tho hood for tho formulation of a 


positive policy, by tho Party, towards tho Trade Union 
movement, end its mombcrship,." 


Resolution 


| Fant 


Camborwoll said that tho Party which had an attitude of 
support to the Trado Union movomont should also havo a 
policy; the Trado Union movement was part of tho class 
struggle and we must our case across to the organised 
section of the working-class; speakers were sent to trade 


Giscussion - Lewisham "Th< 


tie 46th Smeal Conference. 

Shioms in so mest haphazard fashion; 

made tc address trade union meeting 

™|s om « higher plane than at ovt-doo 
Zacware said that we wanted more definite suggestion 
hs2 s policr toward the Trade Union movement, and thi 
explained through the columns of the *S.5,"3 although) 
a met address enough trade union hwenstieall wo did 

= rs at every o ortunity. 

c m ssid that we do explain to trade unionists 
Desi om S&S trade unionists on all pessible occasions 4 
this was @ very valuable part of our propaganda. 

St. Pamcras questioned whether the workers organised ®) 
trade umions were necessarily more receptive to 80¢ 
pPropsganda. , 
An =.C. member s hat our attitude to the rot 
movement was one sport, and to formulate & polio; 
tor ds the Trad n movement would be to formulat 
1 of conduct in o to enforce our attitudej @ 

& ough an incorrec ne, would be e.g. to donate 
trade unions, to send speakers to speak for trade u 

to provide writers, etc; the Party could only desi 

the Trade Union ag eras on general lines as @ 
although members’ individual knowledge as soci 

help them in take trade union activity; the rarty oo 
not take part in internal disputes in the Trade Union 
movement, as it was extremely difficult, if notam 

to g&in accurate information and even membors of he. 

in some trade unions had different views roegardinee 
intermal workings of their trade unions; this was 
question of principle but simply a question of 6 
whilst t 


1e Party could go into details regarding 
trede unions, their activities, strikes, sto. bu 
this would only bring about dissension. 


advisability of Branche: 
more funds than are essential for their immediate 
- Bloomsbury (Young and Devereux)"That this conte 
deprecates the holding of large balances in 6 
Lewisham said they could not understand the 
those branches holding large funds and perk 
branches would give Conference some informat 
Zaling stated that it used to be their Guste 
donations to Head Office but found, at one ti 
making @ large donation they required more” ry 
have retained; since then they have retain 
funds. 

The General Socretary said that the Bee 
dcal with the matter, but thought that 
holding too much. 

Hacknsy seid that thoy wero looking Za 


3 


1a 


2 


Item for discussion - Baling "That the question of now Hoad Office 
a promiece be discusscd." 


“ 25 = 
coport of the 46t : 


time whon money wes not so 

plontiful; in order to carry on 
and extend their activities they considorod it annie Pius 
to hold @ large resorvo, 


An 3.C, Member said that if branches were in need of funds, 
the 2.0, would always give them a grant, and that it was in 
Tine with the democratic decisions made by the Party for 
branches to donate funds to Head Office so that these 
-@ecisions could be fulfilled. 
The Central Orgeniser said that the main source of Head 
Office income was the branches and if they c ntinued to 
with-hold donations Head Office funds would decrease; Head 
| Office funds were aveilable for the use of branches and 
' branch funds should be available for Head Officc usc. 


Resolution - Bloomsbury (Laurence and H.Young)"That this conference 
endorses the suggestions of the New Premises Comittee viz. 

that we remain at the present premises for as long as ; 
possible and that meanwhile every effort be made to obtain 

more suitable accomodation either by purchase or rental." 


Agreed. 
Item for discussion - West Ham "The right of the B.C. to place re- 


Solutions or amendments on the Final Agenda." ; 
Resolution - West Hem (Scott md J.Kerr) “That this conference informs 
the Bxecutive Committee that the Executive Committee igs 
precluded by Rule 25 from placing resolutions, amendments, 
and items for discussion on the Conference Agenda." 


Lost 23-32. 

Discussion, West Ham Branch asked the delegates to consider whether 
or not under Rule 23 resolutions etc., could be accepted 
from branches only; they considered that it did preclude 
the B.C., or anybody else,from putting resolutions on the 
Final Agenda, 
Bloomsbury pointed out that this matter had been placed 
on the Final Agenda in the past and the idea that the 43.C. 
were precluded from placing resolutions on the Agenda hed 
been rejected by the instructed votes from branches; there 
wore adcquete safe-guards in the Party organisation to 
prevent the Z.C. taking advantage of the situation. 


item for discussion - Zidgware "The re-naming the Party to the ‘World 
Socialist Party'." 
Di 


Scussion,. Edgware claimed that the present name sounds nationalistic 
whereas we are an international organisation; also we were 

too easily confused with the Labour Party. : 

erate beapaig, 2 it deplorable that this should b : 
> ‘ ne ty qQ Da pa ‘> D 4 ey 

would be a amination take ae DT ttain® 

An 2.C,. member said that we might be today confused ir 
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Resolution - West Ham "Next business." bol”) 


Item for discussion - Paddington "Socialism and Marxiem," 


Item for discussion - S.W.London “Are the workers robbod and 


Item for discussion - Baling "What Socialism will be like.” 


- 5 


with the Labour Party - was it not possiblo that if é: 
changed to 'W.S,.P.' we should just as casily be coo 
with the Communist WV.F.T.U ? 


It was agreed that the threo items should bo di rr 
together. 


= 


Discussion. Paddington thought that perhaps tho attitude a 


to Marx and Marxism had changed; ton yoars S20, 
erguments ween centred around the writings 0 
things had changed since those days and the Pe 
argues the details of Merxism; thet the stress | 
Marxism is now much loss; we now agroo that ar 
in certain of his writings and we should there 
whether we — a Marxist Party. 
St.Pancras raised the question of new idens & 
ca. peyeiene and whother we could apply @ 
analysis to the developmont of these ideas 3: 
Marx, and what influence they had on Marxigte 
theory. 
Bloomsbury said that there were now scien 
arising from these new developments but the 
immature and therefore many divergent opine 
expressed; many scientific subjects wera me 
connectcd with the socialist case. 
An 3.C,.member said that although ait keno 
the timo of propagandists is limited; in ° 
used to draw examples from such subjects 
in the polemics of Marx and Engels with 
but now, workers genorally wented to Km 
caso and socialism; although these polomm 
the general propegande tendency of thewre 
the changing interest of the workers 
our case, in relation to the system we @ 
inaugurate; there were many wrong concep 
socialism would be like e.g., the idea t 
methods of production would be carried « 
many members were wrong, regarding thes 
socialism would be like, because they 
mechanics of capitalist economics amas 
Glasgow stated that the main case ay 
fundamentally unassailable; capi 
the fundamental points for cxampie 
valus, the materialist conception 
of the working-class today ere mew 


Conference {Centd. 
Sovelaniae ®Cicnees hsve in no way shown 


wr ¥y Marx and Sngels te 
o wrong, 


Anothor B,C. member said the 


; thoa tas a socialist he was interes- 
ma ae & by which he could convineo the workers; in 
B View paychology was not a science - those who claimed to 
_ psyehe ogists are in conflict and confusion themsolves. 
p Piast frgitful discussion would havo beon tho best method 
Or putting the case for socialiss. 
Resolution = Bloomsbury and St.Pancras “That the report of the 
; Bxecutive Commitice be adcpted.* crood. 
_s ; Se Sse. 


Notes The Conference sgreed to tho Gencral 


Secretary's suggestion 
that the Standing Ordors Committce showld considor 4 change 
im the mothod of taking instructed votcs by gotting bran shes 
to gond in voting details before the commencomont of Conference, 
end the placing of an amendment to rules, if necessary, on the 


, Agenda of tho next Conference. 


Conference 32 ssions:- 


b Pirst day - 11.20 s.m. to 6 p.m. 
: Second day- 11.20 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Third dey - 11.15 a.m. to 6.50 pm. 


Standing Orders:- 
ae Delegates present. Branches represent ed. 
day. < 


Relvingrove delegates, and Comrade Hicks (W.Ham) ee 
permitted to sit without credentials. 

Second day. 70 26 
B.Smith (Fulham) was permitted to sit without credentials 


Vp Third day. 70 26 


Geeles and Newport branches were not represented 
. . 


Financial Summary. 


— 


Collections, canteen 


Gollections, canteen, Dence ete, 


Total Reccipts. ‘ 


296. 8. 9. 


£72. 0. 8. 
Balence to Party Funds, 


—— 


